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Editorial NotE
We take no satisfaction in the fact that SAMP’s 50th Migration Policy Paper 
Series is on the subject of xenophobia in contemporary South Africa. Most of 
SAMP’s recent work has focused on the positive relationships between migra-
tion and development. Policies to promote development-oriented migration are, 
however, difficult to imagine, promote and implement in an atmosphere of intoler-
ance and anti-immigrant sentiment. We trust that the research presented in this 
report will bring fresh perspectives on the reasons for the xenophobic mayhem of 
May 2008 and workable suggestions on how to prevent a repetition. The question-
naire on which the report is based was designed by a working group consisting 
of Jonathan Crush (SAMP), David A. McDonald (MSP), Vincent Williams and 
Kate Lefko-Everett (Idasa and SAMP), David Dorey (SAMP) and Don Taylor and 
Roxanne la Sablonniere (McGill). These individuals are also the collective authors 
of this report. The fieldwork was carried out in 2006 in collaboration with Citizen 
Surveys. The research was financed by SAMP using funds from DFID-UK. Crush, 
McDonald and Taylor also wish to thank the SSHRC for support of their project 
on The Politics of Xenophobia in South Africa. This paper and the opinions 
expressed herein are those of the authors alone. We wish to thank Ashley Hill for 
her assistance with the report and all those who consented to interviews and gave 
freely of their time and attitudes.
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Figure 1: Deportations of Foreign Nationals from South Africa, 1990-2006
­


























































































































































































































































































Table 1: Respondent Profile by Race and Gender













Table 2: Respondent Profile by Race and Class
Race White (%) Black (%) Coloured (%) Asian/Indian (%)
Lower class 3 46 19 9
Working class 25 20 43 36
Middle class 50 27 32 36
Upper middle class 15 3 3 6
Upper class 4 1 < 1 7
Don’t know 4 4 3 6







Table 3: Monthly Household Income by Race
White (%) Black (%) Coloured (%) Asian/Indian (%)
Less than R3,000 7 59 41 17
R3,000 – R5,999 10 14 20 22
R6,000 – R8,999 12 6 10 11
R9,000 – R11,999 7 3 6 10
R12,000 – R15,999 9 2 3 9
R16,000 – R19,999 9 1 2 6
R20,000 or more 13 <1 1 6
No Answer 34 14 18 18


















































Table 4: National identity* 
White (%) Black (%) Coloured (%) Asian/Indian 
(%)
Being South African is an 
important part of how I see 
myself
83 90 84 82
I want my children to think of 
themselves as South African
82 92 85 85
It makes me proud to be  
South African
84 92 84 84
In South Africa, it is clear that 
citizens of all races and reli-
gions share a common culture
39 50 51 46
































































Table 5: South African Attitudes to Immigration
Let anyone in 
who wants to 
enter (%)
Let people come 
in as long as 
there are jobs 
available (%)
Place strict limits 
on the numbers 
of foreigners who 
can enter (%)
Prohibit people 
coming from other 
countries (%)
South Africa (2006) 2 23 38 37
South Africa (1999) 2 12 53 25
South Africa (1997) 6 17 45 25
South Africa (1995) 6 29 49 16
Table 6: Comparative Attitudes Towards Immigration 
Let anyone in who 
wants to enter (%)
Let people come 
in as long as 
there are jobs 
available (%)
Place strict limits 
on the numbers 
of foreigners who 
can enter (%)
Prohibit people 
coming from other 
countries (%)
Nigeria (2000) 28 41 28 3
Peru (2001) 18 42 33 8
India (2001) 16 19 27 38
Philippines (2001) 14 18 58 10
China (2001) 14 48 27 11
Zimbabwe (2001) 12 53 26 9
USA (2001) 12 45 39 4




































Tanzania (2001) 9 20 66 6
Canada (2001) 7 49 40 3
UK (2001) 4 34 49 13



















































































Table 7: South African Attitudes to Enforcement Policies, 2006
Strongly 
Support
Support Neutral Oppose Strongly 
Oppose
Deport All Foreign 
Nationals Including Those 
Living Legally in SA 
17 30 14 22 18
Deport Those Not 
Contributing to SA 
Economy
42 32 9 10 3
Deport Those Who Have 
Committed Serious 
Criminal Offences
67 19 3 6 4
Legalize Status of 
Undocumented Migrants 
10 16 8 19 46
Deport Those Who Are 
HIV Positive or Have AIDS
40 21 15 15 9
Give Asylum or Protection 
to Those Escaping War 
and Persecution
11 36 17 22 8
Grant Permanent 
Residence to Refugees in 
SA for Five Years





















































































































Table 8: South African Attitudes to Rights for Citizens, Migrants and Refugees
Always (%) Sometimes (%) Never (%)
1999 2006 1999 2006 1999 2006
Right to Legal Protection
Citizens 91 94 9 5 1 0
Migrants/Visitors 13 33 43 38 44 29
Refugees 13 24 44 39 43 37
“Illegal Immigrants” 8 12 29 21 62 67
Right to Police Protection 
Citizens 93 94 7 5 1 1
Migrants/Visitors 24 48 53 36 23 17
Refugees 17 27 41 36 42 37
“Illegal Immigrants” 11 13 27 21 61 65
Right to Access Social Services (Education, Housing, Healthcare, Water)
Citizens 96 96 4 3 0 1
Migrants/Visitors 30 49 46 32 25 19
Refugees 17 27 41 34 42 39
“Illegal Immigrants” 9 13 28 19 63 68
Right to AIDS Medications and Treatments
Citizens 97 2 2
Migrants/Visitors 65 22 13
Refugees 50 24 27
























































Table 9: Perceptions of Reasons Why Foreign Nationals Come to South Africa
Reason N %
To look for work 1187 33.0
They come to commit crime 754 20.9
They come to do business 483 13.4
They come to have a better life 417 11.6
Running away from poverty 354 9.8
Other 307 8.5
They come to make money/They want to make money 278 7.7
They are here to deal in drugs 274 7.6
Come to escape war in their countries 240 6.7
They come to take our jobs from us 202 5.6
They are hungry/No food in their country 161 4.5
Our economy is strong 158 4.4
Don’t know 140 3.9
They come here to study 94 2.6
To destroy our country 90 2.5
To corrupt our country 75 2.1
They are here for citizenship 54 1.5
They want to stay here 44 1.2
They come to earn a living 40 1.1
Totals 5352













































Table 10: Perceived Impacts of Migrants
% who agree 1999 2006
Use up resources 59 67
Take jobs 56 62
Commit crimes 45 67
Bring disease 24 49











Table 11: Perceptions of Various Groups
Favourable (%) Whites Blacks Coloureds Asians/
Indians
Total
South African Blacks 46 84 43 66 73
South African Whites 59 57 40 58 55
South African Coloureds 39 46 53 55 46
South African Asians/Indians 39 39 36 72 40
People living here from 
neighbouring countries
19 23 15 26 22
People living here from the 
rest of Africa
17 17 11 21 16
People living here from 
Europe or North America


















































Table 12: Perceptions of Foreign Residents by National Origin
Favourable (%) Whites Blacks Coloureds Asians/Indians Total
Nigerians 11 8 4 9 8
Angolans 14 9 5 7 9
Batswana 29 40 14 23 35
People from DRC 15 10 5 6 10
Ghanaians 16 12 4 9 11
Basotho 27 46 17 23 39
Mozambicans 13 15 9 11 14
Somalis 9 10 5 17 10
Swazi 24 44 18 32 38





















































Table 13: Degree of Personal Contact with Migrants from Neighbouring Countries
Amount of contact (%) 1997 1999 2006
A lot 4 8 17
Some 15 29 22
Little 20 16 29











Table 14: Degree of Contact with Migrants from Different Regions, 1997-2006
Amount of contact (%) Europe/N. America Neighbouring Countries Rest of Africa
A lot 11 17 11
Some 17 22 17
Little 26 29 24






















































Table 15: Experience with Job Loss, 2006
% Never Whites Blacks Coloureds Asians/
Indians
Total
Personally lost job to 
a foreigner
86 84 91 87 85
Personally know 
someone who lost job 
to a foreigner
73 67 73 78 69
Heard of someone in 
community who lost 
job to a foreigner






































































































































































































































































































Table 16: Mean Xenophobia Score by Education
Level Score N
No formal schooling 3.4 127
Primary school (up to grade 7) 3.8 498
Secondary school (grades 8 – 11) 3.9 1270
Matric/Grade 12 4.1 1010
Diploma after matric 4.0 369
Degree 4.3 129
Postgraduate diploma 4.0 52
Honours degree 4.4 32




































































































































































































Table 17: Likelihood of Action Against Migrants from Other Southern African Countries
Likelihood of Taking Action Action to Prevent Them (% Likely) 1997 1999 2006
Moving into your area 34 32 30
Operating a business in your area 34 32 32
Sharing a classroom with your children 31 27 26























































Table 18: Likelihood of Taking Action Against Foreign Nationals
2006
Report them to the police 44
Report them to my employer 32
Report them to local community association 36
Get people together to force them to leave 16










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Compiled by Ashley Hill and Kate Lefko-Everett. Sources include: UN, 
Human Rights Watch, SAMP, SAHRC, Centre for the Study of Violence and 
Reconciliation, Wits Forced Migration Programme, Mail&Guardian Online, 
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